Class 8 Notes February 14, 2006
Open Discussion 

(The last of the teleseminar sessions will be an open discussion where attendees will be invited to submit specific questions about their blog design, SEO approach, their business segment, talk about how to connect with other industry folk who you've identified as important players, and anything else that comes up) 
Open Discussion
We've spent eight weeks talking about how to get started with blogging, how to fine-tune your weblog to meet your needs and visual sense, how to optimize blog templates for search engine results, how to best write for the world fo blogging, and even how to turn blog traffic into cash! 
Along the way we've had lots of interesting questions on our calls, some very interesting email back and forth on the list, made some good connections and had some great converstions during office hours. 
Here's what we've covered, with links back to those class notes: 
#1 The Difference between Blogging Tools 
(will explain all the jargon and acronyms in the blogging space) 
#2 Tracking the Blogosphere Discussion 
(An excellent starting point for any blogger is to read what other bloggers in your market segment are discussing and there's no better way to begin gaining visibility than participating in the discussion, even before you have a blog of your own!) 
#3 Customizing the look of Your Weblog 
(our recommended tool is Movable Type, though we'll also talk about Typepad and other blogging tools if you want to start out with something less complex) 
#4 Optimizing your Weblog for Search Engines 
(imagine: do it once, on one template page, and every new page you create will automatically be ready to be spidered and placed highly in search engine results) 
#5 Writing for the Blogosphere 
(writing a good blog entry isn't the same as creating a good Web page, nor is it the same as a good newsletter article. To maximize your results, it's critical you fully understand the differences) 
#6 Finding Content for your Blog 
(ripping off content from other sites isn't a good strategy to gain credibility, but if you know what you're doing, there's still a lot of good material online that will help you keep your readers coming back for more) 
#7 Monetizing your Blog 
(Blogging is a superb way to generate traffic and interest in your products and services, but it turns out that your blog itself can generate you money too, through advertising and more. We'll talk about the options and you'll learn my secrets to producing thousands of dollars each month in Google AdSense revenue) 

Additional Reading... 

In case you don't have enough on your plate yet, here are some additional bloggers that I think are well worth reading: 
· Debbie Weil: Corporate Blogging 

· Joe Vitale: Copywriting 

· Guy Kawasaki: Entrepreneurmanship 

· MSN Search's Weblog 

· Google's Weblog 

· Yahoo Search's Weblog 

Additional individual articles that I think you'd enjoy or find useful: 
· Adding RSS feed data to your site 

· Setting up a password-protected weblog 

· How do I get more traffic to my weblog? 

· Keep track of people blogging about you 

