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Finding Content for your Blog 


(ripping off content from other sites isn't a good strategy to gain credibility, but if you know what you're doing, there's still a lot of good material online that will help you keep your readers coming back for more) 
Sources for Weblog Content
Online Article Archives
One place you can get articles is through one of the many article archives. I will sometimes pick up content from Ezine Articles.com, for example. Even better, you can set it up so that the site emails you when there are new articles matching your particular focus, but the problem is duplicate content. 
Here's an example: 
· The Original article @ Ezine Articles
· The same article, on my weblog
· A Google search for that article
Even with this, though, you still want some human intervention. What I strongly dislike (loath isn't too strong a word) are programs like Article Miner, which completely automates the process. This is no different from a "blog and ping" program, notably the well-known RSS to Blog application, and you do not want to go there, however alluring it may seem. 
Why? Let's talk about that... 
Newspapers, Magazines, etc.
There are other sources of content online that you can use, and there are "fair use" laws that allow you to have multiparagraph excerpts of articles on your own site. If you do that, make sure that you make it clear where the content came from (no lawsuits, thanks!) and perhaps visually delimit the quoted content separate frmo your commentary. 
Here's how I do that: 
· Distance needed between doctors and Big Pharma
Note that the very first paragraph has a prominent link back to the Washington Post, where the original article was published. I also differentiate by color and I do not include the entire article in my posting. If someone from the Post saw the page, I think I'd be safe. :-) 
Mailing Lists and Discussion Forums
One great untapped source of really superb content are mailing lists. I am on dozens of mailing lists and while the major of the messages are short and uninteresting (from a blog perspective, at least), every so often someone will post a 2-3 paragraph, or longer, essay, some of which can be really splendid content! 
My solution? Ask them if I can reproduce it on my weblog, with appropriate attribution and backlinks. Here's a typical request: 
Hey Lee! I have been holding on to the following and am wondering if you'd be okay with me republishing this as an answer to a question about "what's an Adsense premium publisher?" I'd credit you and give you a link back (or two, if you'd like: just tell me what words and what URLs), but this is a nice succinct explanation of the PP program...
Within the hour, he responded saying "sure" and I turned it into a Q&A on my site: What's an AdSense Premium Publisher? 
This also works with discussion forums too: if someone writes something really great, send them a quick note asking if you can republish it on your own weblog, with credit. 
Key point, though: Always seek permission first! 
Other Authors
It can be a bit of a crapshoot (quite literally, sometimes), but I know of many people who have hired ghostwriters for their weblogs, either paid or on a volunteer basis. The quality varies, and you'll inevitably have to face the problem of discarding terrible material, but it's well worth considering. 
One source for authors that you can consider is eLance, but I've also had some luck with Craigslist too, and the advantage of the latter is that it's free, which is a good price in my book! 
If you do bring other writers on board, make sure you clarify that once they submit an article, it becomes your property so that if things fall apart later they don't insist you yank all their earlier articles from the site. 
Public Domain and Expired Copyright Sources
Here's a secret tip that I find darn useful: just about all of the material published by the U.S. Government is in the public domain. This means that you can get lots of content by searching government sites for specific categories of information! 
For example, preface your Google search with site:gov and the only matches you'll see are from government sites. I have actually built most of the static article content on my Real Life Debt site by repurposing content from various government agencies. 
There are also public domain literature archives, notably the huge Project Gutenberg, but that's of less value because that's probably not the kind of content that's going to be of interest to your readers, all in all. 
RSS Feeds
It's not really content for your blog entries, per se, but you can also keep your weblog a bit more lively by integrating RSS feed information from other sites. For example, check out my parenting blog, where you'll notice on the right column that I have the latest half-dozen questions from Ask Yahoo. Nothing that's going to gain me SEO points, but it's fun and keeps the site changing even when I'm too busy to post. 
While some Web sites specify that you can't repurpose their feeds, many other sites - mine included - allow you, no, encourage you to place the RSS feed on your site. 
There are a number of ways you can do that, ranging from the easy (there are plugins for Movable Type and WordPress, notably InsideRSS) to the pretty easy (see my article on Adding the ADT RSS feed on your site, to the darn complex (see CaRP, for example). 
I actually use a backend script that generates the RSS feed into a separate text file I can then include as desired. It's demonstrated in the "elsewhere in my blogosphere" comments on the Intuitive Life weblog: 
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The key is whether the search engine sees the feed or not. 
Questions? Discussion...
