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Optimizing your Weblog for Search Engines 


First, SEO Basics...

First off, pay attention the basic rules of SEO: 

1. Use good keyword-rich title tags
2. Use "h1", "h2" and so on for section headers

3. Pay particular attention to how others link to you

This third point is so important I want to highlight it, actually. It's one of the most valuable SEO techniques I know: if you're going to have someone link to your site, give them the words to link. 

For example, a link to my Ask Dave Taylor site like this is barely worth the effort: 

      <a href="http://www.askdavetaylor.com/">askdavetaylor.com<a> 

Why? Because Google places particular weighting on the words used as a hyperlink to describe the content of the destination page (which makes tons of sense) and all this is reinforcing is that I own my domain. 

Compare that to: 

      <a href="http://www.askdavetaylor.com/">tech support</a> 

Much much better because now it's helping my site be more relevant to queries where they use 'tech support' as page of the query string. 

Can you encourage people to do that? I think so: 

      http://www.askdavetaylor.com/link-to-adt.html 

More Stuff To Do...

In addition, there are some additional tweaks you might be able to make to your weblog templates to improve your SEO results. 

Chief among them is if you use a two-part blog entry approach (where the first section appears on the front page and in the rSS feed and the second is on the permalink page) then make sure that the 'continue' link reiterates the title of your blog article. By default, too many just say "Continued..." or "More.." or similar, which is pointless. 

That's why my continuations on Ask Dave Taylor look like: 

      The answer to "Can I motivate my kids to excel by paying them?" 

... for the link goodness. 

It's also worth ensuring that your blog name and slogan or tagline both have a keyword or two. By using the name The Intuitive Life Business Blog, for example, instead of just "The Intuitive Life" or "The Intuitive Life Blog" I reinforce 'business blog' on my site and sure enough, out of 198 million matches, I'm in the top ten. 
Issues to Consider

1. Competitive vs. non-competitive keyword phrases

Strong Links vs. Strong Content: You don't have to pick just one, but you do have to understand the difference.

Example: a non-competitive phrase?

2. Getting high rankings for your blog vs. your other site

Both are great options!

Inherent SEO Advantages of Blogs
1. Easy to add content

2. Easy to keep fresh

3. Easy to get relevant (non-directory) one-way links

4. Easy to "automatically opitimize"

5. Easy to crawl (simple, consistant navigation)

6. Easy to maintain slow, steady site growth

7. Easy to start new ones and wait for the sandbox

8. Easy to get automated growth (comments and forums)


Ways that Blogs can help your other sites
1. Get one-way links to your site from the blog

2. Build a link directory on your blog to trade one-way (asymmetirical) links

3. Trade quality blog links for one-way links

4. Content Tactics

The sky's the limit: find writers, ProfNet, Guest Bloggers, Forum Moderators, Be The Media, etc.
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